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Study background 

•  What is the rela+onship between museum 
objects, their representa+ons, and research 
use? 

•  Compara.ve case study: The Kelsey Museum 
of Archaeology and The University of Michigan 
Herbarium 
– 15 researcher and 5 staff interviews per site 
– Analysis of museum records 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Kelsey Museum of Archaeology 

•  Ar.facts first acquired in 1893 by Francis W. 
Kelsey 

•  University sponsored excava.ons began in 
1924 

•  First curator appointed 1928 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Public database 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Excavated objects 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Archival records 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Kelsey Museum Records 

•  Move from narra.ve to categorical descrip.on 
•  Emphasis on cita.ons to publica.on 

•  Web of resources provides fuller picture, but 
access is limited 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University of Michigan Herbarium 

•  Began in 1838 with botanical specimens from 
the first Geological Survey of Michigan 

•  Collec.ons managed by a number of 
departments including Botany and the 
Zoology Museum 

•  First Herbarium director appointed 1921 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Digital representa.on 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The field notebook 
(kept by researcher H‐8) 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Michigan Flora record 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Herbarium records 

•  The specimen bears its own record 
•  Record shows a lineage of expert judgment 

•  Collec.on is largely not databased 
•  Digi.za.on takes place in batches, priori.zed 
by research value and funding opportuni.es 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Comparison of Kelsey and Herbarium 

•  Both museums shaped by sociotechnical changes in 
collector/ user communi.es 

•  Loca.on of informa.on 
–  Herbarium retains informa.on with specimen 
–  Kelsey retains informa.on in mul.ple systems 

•  Content of representa.on 
–  Variable at the Kelsey, depending on records consulted, while 

largely consistent at the Herbarium 
•  Electronic access 

–  Basic informa.on available for all accessioned objects at Kelsey 
–  Only a small por.on of Herbarium collec.ons represented 

online 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Discussion 

•  Implica.ons 
–  Informa.on and object management 
– Use of collec.ons 
– Knowledge produc.on based on collec.ons 

•  Con.nuing work 
–  Interviews with staff to learn about collec.on 
management and representa.on 

–  Interviews with researchers to discover how 
objects and records are used 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Thank you. 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