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Study background

 What is the relationship between museum
objects, their representations, and research

use?r

 Comparative case study: The Kelsey Museum
of Archaeology and The University of Michigan

Herbarium
— 15 researcher and 5 staff interviews per site
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Kelsey Museum of Archaeology

e Artifacts first acquired in 1893 by Francis W.
Kelsey

* University sponsored excavations began in
1924

* First curator appointed 1928
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Representations: Accessions book

Original number

m‘)‘.w‘t q Cluialau (o

F_r\\:} snonf / Rawa (ALN")\

Fm.}\uuf ~/ (uu{\ _ MNOVIVS
Fmi waend () Erwwix
Bragussd g Lo,
Fosgape’ | Gnf
R b““jt.__ LLLO. svc [Jag)
Rowar Lavfi
Bt f oo rms 14
FWQ M‘GM
123 Greek Loty
154 Koy Gk fm
1S5 W {aw},
156 W Loy
153 fur o

University of Michigan School of Information

Morgan Daniels mgdaniel@umich.edu



Representations: Accessions book

ﬁ“‘)u\;;d q Chuislau Lone }\ L‘Al\rfl‘\(}&

F_r\\:} snonf / Rawa (ALN")\

Fm.}\u«f 7 (uu{‘ _ MNOVIVS
Fmi waend () Erwwi\
FFQ.?1UA~T7” A\—m]\
Frasaau :[_Z &wlf
Reoare M__ Cera sve [Foarg)
R v ot en-ﬂ-u;\_.
F?W,Z M_HcoAZI{W
FWQ M‘GM
sk Lo
Loty Gusak frm
5 1ss Gotaske Lo
14) 156 | guur
s K . N
15 s} M "-&,u.u?‘

University of Michigan School of Information

Morgan Daniels mgdaniel@umich.edu



Representations: Accessions book

Locality
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Representations: Accessions book

Number of
Specimens
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Excavated objects
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Accession Number

0000.00.5561

Site

Karanis

Function 1

Function 2

Material 1

Source

University of Michigan Excavations

Provenance
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Bibliographic
References

Harden, D. Roman Glass from Karanis. Ann Arbor,
1936. p. 195, no. 516.

Catalog Number

Harden 0516

Excavation Field
Number

26-A3-G

Excavation Unit
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Excavation Room

00G

Excavation Locus
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Kelsey Museum Records

* Move from narrative to categorical description
 Emphasis on citations to publication

 Web of resources provides fuller picture, but
access is limited
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University of Michigan Herbarium

* Began in 1838 with botanical specimens from
the first Geological Survey of Michigan

* Collections managed by a number of
departments including Botany and the
Zoology Museum

* First Herbarium director appointed 1921
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The specimen
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The label
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Digital representation

<<Prev ... Next>>

Type of Euphorbia seemannii Klotzsch in Seem. [family
EUPHORBIACEAE]

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (K), K000253759

ype Specimens
Specimens
Seemann, #2160
Sierra Madre

Mexico Northwest

Euphorbia furcillata Kunth [family EUPHORBIACEAE] (stored under name);
Verified by McVaugh, 1993

Type of Euphorbia seemannii Klotzsch in Seem. [family EUPHORBIACEAE];
Verified by Wheeler, L., 1939

Euphorbia esuliformis Nees & Schauer [family EUPHORBIACEAE]

1
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The field notebook
(kept by researcher H-8)
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Michigan Flora record

Asplenium ruta-muraria ..

Common Name: WALL-RUE

Coefficient of Conservatism: 10
Coefficient of Wetness: 5
Wetness Index: UPL
Physiognomy: Nt Fern

Status: E

Dry dolomite cliffs; known in Michigan only from cliffs on the
shore of Drummond Island, where collected as early as 1839.
See Drife & Drife (1990) for a discussion of Farwell’s
mislabeled Keweenaw Co. collection.
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Michigan Flora record

Locations

Chippewa County
Only on Drummond Island

Citation:
MICHIGAN FLORA ONLINE. A. A. Reznicek, E. G. Voss, & B. S. Walters. February 2011. University of Michigan. Web. June 26, 2012.
http://www.michiganflora.net/species.aspx?id=202.
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Herbarium records

The specimen bears its own record
Record shows a lineage of expert judgment
Collection is largely not databased

Digitization takes place in batches, prioritized
by research value and funding opportunities
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Comparison of Kelsey and Herbarium

Both museums shaped by sociotechnical changes in
collector/ user communities

Location of information

— Herbarium retains information with specimen

— Kelsey retains information in multiple systems

Content of representation

— Variable at the Kelsey, depending on records consulted, while
largely consistent at the Herbarium

Electronic access
— Basic information available for all accessioned objects at Kelsey

— Only a small portion of Herbarium collections represented
online
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Discussion

* |Implications
— Information and object management

— Use of collections
— Knowledge production based on collections

* Continuing work

— Interviews with staff to learn about collection
management and representation

— Interviews with researchers to discover how
objects and records are used
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Thank you.

Morgan Daniels mgdaniel@umich.edu University of Michigan School of Information




